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Abstract

The article presents paintings by famous artists on "maternal death": Edvard Munch "The Dead Mother and Child", Pablo Picasso
"Motherhood", Egon Schiele "Pregnant Woman and Death" and "The Dying Mother", Frida Kahlo "My Birth", Gustav Klimt "Death and
Life" as well as their description.
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Introduction / BBegenue

Maternal mortality is a tragedy for many people. Art
can express emotions and evoke empathy, and thus it is
used to cover this topic. In this article, we took a deep
dive into the world of fine arts by looking at the paintings
of great artists who explored maternal mortality.

Review of arts devoted to maternal
mortality / O630p nmpou3BegeHH,
IMMOCBAIIEHHBIX MATEPHHCKOM CMEPTHOCTH

Maternal mortality has been a recurring theme in
human history. Being a painful and devastating event it
always leads to the hearts overwhelm with grief at the
loss of a mother.

"The Dead Mother and Child" is a painting by the

Norwegian artist Edvard Munch, created in 1899 (Fig. 1).

The painting is known for its intense emotionality and
symbolic depth, embodying one of the darkest and most
distressing themes in Munch's art [1, 2].

The painting depicts two figures: a mother lying on a
bed or sofa, and her small child sitting next to her. The
general atmosphere of the picture is very gloomy and
sad. "The Dead Mother and Child" reflects death, loss

and sadness, that is often present in Munch's works.

The picture expresses depth of human suffering and
vulnerability to the inevitability of death, capturing a

Figure 1. Edvard Munch. "The Dead Mother and Child" (1899).
PucyHok 1. 3aBapa MyHk. «MepTteas matb u guts» (1899).

viewer in a gloomy mood and deep sadness. Munch
creates the silhouette of a weeping mother, surrounded
by gloomy hues, to convey the severity of the loss and
the lack of hope.

Pablo Picasso is a Spanish painter, graphic artist,
sculptor and designer, among other he is known as the
founder of Cubism [3]. "Motherhood" ("La Maternité") by
Pablo Picasso is a picture with daring on the forms and
emotions (Fig. 2). The artist uses geometric shapes and
vibrant colors to convey the emotional and physical bond
between mother and child. At the same time, he draws
attention to the vulnerability of motherhood and the risks
associated with it.

"Pregnant Woman and Death" (‘Mother and Death")
by Egon Schiele depicts a pregnant woman and Death
(Fig. 3). The woman is in the center of the painting,
standing against a dark and mysterious landscape. Her
body is curved from pregnancy, and she holds her hands
on her belly, that emphasizes her state of motherhood
expectation. Next to the pregnant woman stands Death.
She is represented as a grim skeleton, covered by a dark
cloak and hood. The whole picture is permeated by the
tension between life and death. The painting conveys
a complex emotional atmosphere in which beauty and
horror, hope and despair intersect. The artist combines
somber and expressive tones to create tension and
dramatic atmosphere [4, 5]. Details such as twisted poses
of the figures, pronounced contrasts of light and shadow,
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Figure 2. Pablo Picasso. "Motherhood" (1905).

PucyHok 2. [a6no Mukacco. «MarepuHcto» (1905).

enhance the effect of the work's power and emotion.
"Pregnant Woman and Death" is a visual metaphor
exploring themes of life, death and motherhood. The
painting raises questions about the cyclical nature of life
and death, and the eternal confrontation of their forces. At
the same time, it allows us to reflect on broader themes
such as the meaning of life, justice, and the inevitability
of death. It evokes mixed feelings in the viewer,
including anxiety, reflections on the meaninglessness
and vulnerability of life, and the possibility of finding
eternity through legacy and memory. Using symbolism
and a dramatic message, the author urges the viewer
to pay attention to the importance of every moment of
life and the inevitability of its end. He poses questions
about values and the nature of human nature and how
we relate to the contradictions of life and death. Overall,
"Pregnant Woman and Death" is a powerful work of art
that evokes deep thoughts and emotions in the viewer. It
illustrates the tragic yet inherent connection between life
and death, highlighting our vulnerability yet our ability to
find meaning and beauty in these contradictions.
Painting "The Dying Mother" was created by the
Austrian artist Egon Schiele in 1910 (Fig. 4). This
painting is one of the most famous works of the artist
and embodies his unique style and expression, evoking
strong emotional responses from the viewer. It is a deep
and intimate portrait of a dying mother who embodies the
tragedy and fleetingness of life. Such works of art help

us better understand and visualize the theme of maternal
mortality through the eyes of artists. They force us to
empathize, to experience, and to be profoundly aware of
what such losses leave in the hearts and souls of people.
The works convey the feelings of sadness, grief, and loss
that accompany a mother's death. They force us to reflect
on the value of life, but also on its fragility, especially in
the context of motherhood.

Figure 3. Egon Schiele. "Pregnant Woman and Death" (1911).

PucyHok 3. 3roH LLune. «<bepemeHHas xeHLLUuHa u cmeptb» (1911).

Figure 4. Egon Schiele. "The Dying Mother" (1910).

Pucynok 4. 3roH LLune. «Ymupatowas matb» (1910).
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Mexican artist Frida Kahlo described her painting "My
Birth" as her idea of "the moment of her birth" (Fig. 5).
Generally, Mexican culture as well as the art of the
peoples of America had a noticeable influence on the art
of Kahlo [6].

The painting "My Birth" shows Frida's huge head
emerging from her mother's womb. A pool of blood can
be seen beneath the mother's body that may symbolize
her own sadness over the recent loss of her child, a tragic
event that has been repeated more than once.

The mother's face is covered by a sheet, and not
knowing the reality, at first glance, it may seem that the
woman is dead. But in life she survived childbirth and
perhaps this illustration is related to the death of Frida's
mother shortly before this work was written. Above the
maternity bed hangs a painting of "The Mourning Mother
of God". Saint Mary, her face depicted in tears, looks on
with sadness and compassion.

The work of one of the world's greatest symbolists,
Austrian artist Gustav Klimt (1862-1918), "Death and
Life", is an outstanding painting. Klimt is known for his
symbolic and decorative works [7, 8], and "Death and
Life" is one of his best known works, that depicts two
female figures bound together by the power of art and the
natural cycle of life. The left side of the painting showing
a woman representing life, she reflects youth and fertility.
Her body is decorated with flowers and greenery, and
her posture expresses energy and vitality. On the right
side of the painting is the woman representing death.
She is shown in dark colors and her body is decorated
with a tomb and a wreath, symbolizing the end and dying.
Her posture and facial expression reflect tranquility and
acceptance of death. Death looks with open eyes, knowing
what she wants. As for life, it symbolizes joy, like the joy
of giving birth to a child. But in nature, complications

sometimes arise. Particularly in the case of human birth,
there can be bleeding or thromboembolism or many
other fatal situations, including sudden ones. That is, one
should never forget that death is always around. With this
in mind, in many cases it can be prevented.

"Death and Life" tells us about the balance between life
and death, about the transient nature of the cycle of life.
It reflects Klimt's philosophical and aesthetic ideas about
life, death, and immortality, as well as the relationship
between the natural world and the world of the human
essence. The combination of these two figures in the
same painting emphasizes the idea of the relationship and
opposition of life and death. Life is presented as temporary
and transient, flourishing but always in danger of death.
This reminds us of the life fragility and the inevitability of
its end, giving the painting a deep philosophical meaning.

Conclusion / 3ak1oueHue

By examining works on maternal mortality we are able
to look into the emotions and experiences associated
with this tragic issue. Each painting conveys the unique
aspects and emotions associated with maternal mortality,
evoking in us compassion, sadness, and reflection on life
and death.

Maternal death is a tragic phenomenon that affects
millions of women around the world. It is an issue that
inspires artists to create works, reflecting the pain,
torment and grief, the grief of losing a loved one during
childbirth or as a result of complications associated
with pregnancy. All of these paintings have incredible
emotional power and are a kind of mirror of the reality
that confronts us with the unpredictability and painful
aspects of life. They remind us of the maternal mortality
importance, the need to prevent it.

Figure 5. Frida Kahlo. "My Birth" (1932).

PucyHok 5. ®pupa Kano. «Moe Poxaenue» (1932).

Figure 6. Gustav Klimt. "Death and Life" (1908-1915).

PucyHok 6. [yctas Knumt. «CmepTb 1 xu3Hb» (1908-1915).
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Art has an amazing ability to reflect the depth of human to draw attention to its importance, and to draw public
emotion and evoke empathy in viewers. The paintings of attentionto the issue. They are areminder that the struggle
famous artists discussed in this article allow us to look at to save mothers' lives and create a safe environment for
the subject of maternal mortality from a new perspective, the birth of new generations must be continued.
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